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To Proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Living Son of God and the 

Bible is the Inspired Word of God. 
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4709 South Nellis Blvd. 
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702-451-2483 
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Dedication 

 
 

Minnie Pearl Anderson Rawlins was born March 18, 1911, the next to the youngest of 

nine children and the youngest daughter of John William and Alva Melisa Anderson.  

She was born at home, as were all of her siblings.  Her early memories were of rural 

life on the familyôs small farm in Roseville Arkansas. 

 

She met and married James Rawlins in 1929.  They made their first home in Texas and 

two daughters were each born there.  These were the depression years and the family 

move about in order to find work.  James died in an accident in 1942.   

Minnie moved with her two daughters to Southern California in order to find work to 

support herself and her two pre teen-age daughters.  She was employed at McDonald 

Douglas Aircraft Factory working on aircraft.   Because she was small and light weight 

she was placed inside the wings of large bombers to work.  She was known as Minnie 

The Riveter.   She continued to work for Douglas until the end of WW II.  Thereafter 

Minnie used her gifted sewing skills to work in the drapery industry, making beautiful 

custom window coverings and bedspreads; some for well know celebrities, including 

working on some of the drapes in the suite of Elvis Presley when he first appeared in 

Las Vegas.  



Call September 2011 Page  4 

 

Minnie Pearl Anderson Rawlins  continued from page 3: 

Minnie has always loved to travel.  After her 

daughters married and were away from home 

whenever the opportunity arose Minnie was 

off traveling; usually visiting family and 

friends in various states of the U.S.  She es-

pecially enjoyed visiting with her sisters 

Susie and Anna and her brothers and their 

families in Oklahoma, Arkansas and South 

Carolina.  Her third sister, Mertle lived In 

Culver City California and was close by al-

lowing for frequent visits. 

Minnie has five granddaughters.  As the granddaughters grew up and were away from 

home Minnie enjoyed traveling to visit with them.  In 1977 she traveled to Chicago to visit 

with granddaughter Phyllis and then to Australia to visit with granddaughter Marion.  She 

traveled to Virginia to visit with granddaughter Ginger.  Granddaughters Dotty and Patty 

live in Southern California and so she was able to visit with them quite frequently. 

Minnie has six great granddaughters: Stacey, Tara, Nicole, Sehra, Becca and Kaylee and 

one great grandson Alexander. She has four great great granddaughters; Starling, Paxton, 

Emma, and Silver and three great great grandsons; Austin, Zan, and Max. 

She moved to her home on the Colorado River between Blythe and Needles California 

about 1970.  Minnie gave up her drivers license about 12 years ago and thereafter made her 

home with her daughter, Virginia, in Orange California most of the time, with visits to her 

home at the River as often as possible and with frequent visits to Las Vegas to spend time 

with her daughter, Rose Marie.  Whenever she was in Las Vegas she attended St. Matthewôs 

Episcopal Church.   She especially enjoyed the coffee hour and getting to know the St. 

Matthewôs family.  

We celebrated her 100th birthday in March of this year at the Eastside Cannery, with about 

eighty friends and family members in attendance.  Minnie died on July 21, 2011 a memori-

al service will be held immediately following our 10 AM service at Saint Matthewôs Sun-

day, September 4, 2011, please plan on attending to celebrate the life of this wonderful la-

dy.. 
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Mary Allred started a project to re-frame all the family pictures that were hanging in the 

church.  The pictures will need to be the same size so a project was begun to scan in all the pic-

tures in order to re-size them.  Here is the family picture from 1980.  How many people in the 

picture can you name? 

 

Jerry Allred sent the following picture.  This is a picture of a rock formation near a 

lake in Burma. The photo can only be taken on a specific day once a year when the sun rays 

touch the rocks at a certain angle.  Tilt your head to the left or turn the page sideways to view 

the woman and child in prayer. 
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The service is just like the Sunday morning service except, we donôt sing.  Carol Wolverton plays 20 

minutes of organ or piano religious music before start of the 5:30 service to get us ready for worship.  

Addie Arnold rings the bell five minutes prior to the service to institute the quiet time.  We have read-

ers for the lessons and I as priest read the Gospel. 

The sermon I give on Saturday evening is the sermon you will hear on Sunday morning (when it is my 

turn to preach).  Sometimes I will edit it, adding to, taking out, changing words or places I wish to 

have emphasis.  As I give the sermon on Saturday evening I am listening to it and trying to see how I 

can make it better for the Sunday morning service at St. Matthewôs or Holy Spirit, Bullhead City, Ari-

zona (if I happen to be there that day).  Yes, I even ñgo Baptistò at this mass!  I will admit that the 

Sunday sermon may be a little longer. 

At the end of the Peace, we have birthday and anniversary prayers and/or prayers requested by mem-

bers.  We form a healing circle, lay hands on the person for whom the prayer is request or the person 

standing in for a person they have requested prayer for. 

Since we are a small service, we gather and stand around the altar for communion.  We use non-

alcoholic wine, so that all who come can receive.  We use the same Eucharistic Prayer as the Sunday 

service (A, B, C, and D) and Addie Arnold serves as chalice bearer and sacristan.  We have announce-

ments; speak our names (still at the altar).  I speak my name as I am departing the altar and then dis-

miss the service. 

After the service we have a ñtea hourò, we gather on the patio or in the kitchen, drink tea, serve re-

freshments and just visit with each other.  Addie normally brings the tea and the cups; Carol Wolver-

ton, Judy Haggerty, Margaret Kaduk, Barbara Klein, Robert Cannon will (at different times) provide 

the baked goods and Bob Matthews provides three or four bowls of party mix each week. 

The third (3rd) Saturday of every other month, we have a pot luck meal.  One person brings the main 

entrée (corn beef and cabbage, pot roast, meatloaf, fried catfish, etc.) and the others of us bring stuff to 

fill out the meal.  We also have drinks and dessert.  We rotate who is to bring the main entrée and we 

find that we have some delicious meals. 

The Saturday evening 5:30 Mass was started by Father Michael Garrison, who went on to become the 

Bishop of the Diocese of Western New York. It was started for some of church members who could 

not be at Sundayôs service because of work schedules.  Michael was a Regional Vicar so he traveled 

quite a bit. Initially, the Revs. Curt Edmonds, Lloyd Rupp, Billy Haycock and Phil Carolin filled in 

when Michael was away.  When Michael was consecrated as Bishop in April 1999, I began to do the 

service with help from Revs. Jim Wallace, Curt Edmonds, Christy Leavitt and Jeff Addiego.  Occa-

sionally when I am away now, Carol Wolverton will do Evening Prayer as the service. 

I invite you to attend this service, especially if you find you canôt be at church on Sunday morning.  Of 

course, if you have visitors bring them along! 

I find it hard to believe I have been doing this service for 12 years, but I am as enthused as the first 

time!  So come worship with us and share our spirit! 

 

Rev. Lionel Starkes 

ALONG THE WAY 
The 5:30 Mass on Saturday evening is a small service with a 

regular attendance ranging from 10 to 16.  Sometimes we are 

less and there are times we are more.  We often have visitors 

who are in town for business and found us on the internet.  

Weôve had people from Hawaii, Canada, and throughout the 

rest of the United States.  Often people return if they are in the 

area again. 



Call September 2011 Page  7 

 

 

Christieôs Corner 
Sunday School Registration Septem-

ber 4 ï Class begins September 11  

 

Students of all ages will register for 

Sunday School after church on Sunday, 

September 4.  Registration will not take 

long, but we need to know who will be 

attending class in order to prepare our 

lessons.   

Our junior Sunday School will be studying from the scripture-based ñOne Room Sunday 

Schoolò curriculum.  Christie Leavitt is teaching, and needs a partner! 

 

The adult class will be studying the Kerygma curriculum on the Gospel of Mark, led by 

Jeff Addiego, Larry Wood, and Elliott Yug. 

 

Classes begin Sunday, September 11 at 9:00 am in Bell House. 

 

Come study and learn with us! 
 

ñAll Things Bright and Beautifulò  

St. Matthewôs Explores the Clark County Museum 

Itôs a road trip!  Well, a small one!  Sign up at the kitchen hatch to join Bob and Christie 

Leavitt for a visit to the Clark County Museum in Henderson on Saturday, October 29.  

Plan to bring your favorite cookies to share, and $.50 for your Museum admission 

(scholarships available)!   

We will meet in the church parking lot at 1 pm, make sure everyone has a ride, and convoy 

to the Museum.  Christie will arrange for (and collect) the group admission price of just 

$.50 per person, so you must sign up by Sunday, October 23 if you want to go. 

The Museum has wonderful exhibits, and includes restored and furnished historic homes 

and even a restored historic wedding chapel on its 30-acre campus.  You canôt beat the ad-

mission price anywhere in the Las Vegas Valley! 

When we leave the Museum, we will convoy a short distance to River Mountain Park for 

some green grass, shade, playground equipment, and a quick cookies-and-punch snack be-

fore we return to church between 4 and 4:30 pm. 

The Museum may be either ñBright and Beautifulò or ñWise and Wonderfulò, but weôre 

sure to have a great time!  Questions?  Call the Leavitts (Bob 275-2055) or (Christie 275-

0633).  See you in the parking lot on October 29! 
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Christieôs Corner 
Continued from Page 6: 

 

Do you knit or crochet?  Christmas 

Outreach needs you! 

 

Once in a while over the years we have 

been able to find watch caps and neck 

scarves at a price we could afford for 

our Thursday-before-Christmas gift 

giving at the food outreach program at 

Christ Church.  When we can find 

them, they are very much appreciated 

by the folks who come to us there.  

This year, it occurred to us that we 

have some talented folk who can knit 

and/or crochet.  If you need an outlet 

for your talents, please consider mak-

ing watch caps or mufflers (adult and 

child sizes welcome) for us to distrib-

ute at Christmas Outreach!  If you have 

questions, Carolyn Shannon or Christie 

Leavitt regularly work at the program. 
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Deaconôs Dialogue 

Thank you everyone for your generous donations 

of school supplies for Harley Harmon School.  By the time you get the newsletter they will 

have been delivered and Iôm sure gratefully received.  Your enthusiastic support in this and 

other programs make our ministries so easy and pleasant!!  Thank you again. 

 

A reminder: if you want Home Communion please call Carolyn by the Saturday prior to the 

Sunday service.  I absolutely donôt want to miss anyone, yet donôt want to call in case the 

phone will be a disturbance in any way.  Just call, and you will receive Communion after the 

Sunday service.  Thank you. 

 

Again, thank you for your support in our programs.  We could not do any of them without 

you!!  God bless you all.   

 

                                                                                                                Carolyn 
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Itôs Not Too Early 
Jesusô Gift of the Season  by Pam 

Radke  Last year we participated in 

our 10th annual Christmas outreach at 

Christ Church Episcopal.  The num-

bers from this one 2-hour event were 

staggering.  All of our preconceived 

ideas were blown away when we cal-

culated the numbers of people we 

served.   There were approximately 75 

ñfamiliesò, which doesnôt sound like 

much, but when we broke out the 

number of men, women, children,  

boys and girlsðthe results were astonishing.  We gave a gift and candy to a total of 318 

people (only 19 were people without children).  There were 84 men, 86 women, 91 boys 

and 57 girls (thatôs 148 children) who received something from St. Matthewôs.  There were 

very few single people, and many adults living together.  All recipients were screened and 

had to have a voucher from Help of Southern Nevada, or some other agency.   

St. Matthewôs has been participating in this gift giving for at least 10 years.  Initially it was 

started by Carolyn Shannon then Christie Leavitt joined in.  Pamela Radke became part of 

the trio several years ago.  Now we are at the point where we need more help.  What can 

you do?  Well, after some discussion amongst the three of us, we decided that it would be 

difficult for us to continue this outreach on our own because the cost of items has increased 

and it is becoming more difficult to purchase the quantity of gifts we now need for Christ-

mas giving.  Some ideas that we talked about included the following: 

 Having the parish family join in giving to others by helping purchase items from 

now through early December 

Or Having people pledge to buy 2-3 gifts costing about $5 by early December 

Or Having people volunteer to buy 1 gift a month 

Or  Knitting or crocheting neck scarves/mufflers for adults and/or children 

Or  Any other creative ideas that you come up with 

The gifts are unwrapped.  Some groups are a little more difficult because of the price limi-

tation that we have had to place on items.  These are the gifts that the three of us have been 

able to give in the past.  In the future, who knows?  

With your help, we could do so much more.  We try to find gifts that are appropriate for the 

age group that donôt require batteries and cost less than $5.  If more people were to be in-

volved with the gift buying, we could spend a little more when necessary.  Please pray 

about your involvement and join us in making Christmas 2011 a little happier for so many 

needy people.           Pam Radke 


